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and intrigues, which had characterised the Court
of the Mings in the decline of that dynasty, were
reintroduced as the result of the power which she
placed in the hands of the eunuchs. The countless
abuses which they practised under her protection
gradually increased during her reign, until, after the
coup d'faat of 1898, her favourite Li Lien-ying,
keeper of her privy purse, was wont to boast openly
that he could make or mar the highest officials in
the Empire and to defy the authority of the Emperor
on his throne,1 At many points of Li Hung-chang's
career his hands were tied and his policies undone by
the far-reaching intrigues of Li Lien-ying and his
satellites, and this most notably in the matter of
the financing of the navy during the period preceding
the war with Japan and in regard to the secret agree-
ments made with Russia thereafter. Even during
the years 1889-98 of Kuang Hsu's majority, while
the Empress Dowager was living ostensibly in
retirement at the Summer Palace, the unseen hand
of Li Lien-ying continued to direct, through her,
the appointment and dismissal of high functionaries
and to reap the rich harvest of official squeezes there-
from resultant.

The influence of these " sleek rogues " of the Palace,
like that of the fossilised mandarins of the Metro-
politan Boards and of the Censorate, was opposed
from the outset to the introduction of those liberal
ideas and measures of reform which Li Hung-diafaf*i
wider vision recognised as necessary for the silvatiM
of the country,                                                ;v

In 1901, amidst the tumultuous chaos produced by
the Boxer rising, Sir Robert Hart (always $tn optimist